Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Dedication of Offering 
*Hymn -                       “Living for Jesus”  
Page 372  

*Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
             L: “Go now in peace.”               

   *Extinguishing of candles


 *Postlude  

Worship Service: We welcome you today September 10, 2023, the Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
SPECIAL MUSIC - We thank Brad Crum for providing special music today September 10th during Worship Service!
GREETERS: Sept. 10th - Susan Snyder, Carol Knight, and 3rd person to be announced; Sept. 17th and 24th - Seth Guertin, Jan Quinn, and 3rd person to be announced; Oct. 1st & 8th - Leon & Diane Shaffer and 3rd person to be announced.

ANNOUNCERS: Sept. 3rd thru 29th - Marie Herb; Oct. 1st thru 29th - Seth Guertin.
LAY READERS: Sept. 10th -Scott Miller; Sept 17th - Sharon Fetterhoff; Sept. 24th - Doris Hand; Oct. 1st - Marie Herb. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Sept. 10th & 17th - Ed Dobbin; Sept 24th & Oct. 1st - Sharon Fetterhoff; Oct. 8th & 13th - Ed & Peggy Berra. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We began Season Two of “The Chosen”; we watch Lesson 6 video on Sept. 10th and discuss it Sept. 17th. Please join us. 
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Sept.10th - Bridget Campbell & Sharon Fetterhoff; Sept. 17th - Marie Herb & Kris Heckard; Sept. 24th - Donna Novinger & Seth Guertin.
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September 10, 2023

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin

September 10, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

    (*Please stand as you are able)

 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                            Marie Herb                 

L:  Jesus said: “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
P:  Come, let us be awed by his presence.
L:  Let us be shaped by his standards.

P:  Let us be enlightened by his wisdom.

ALL: Let us be mobilized by his Spirit.
  L: Come, let us worship the Lord of the church together.
      *Hymn - “Surely the Presence of the Lord”   Sing twice   See Insert     
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Lord, some of us are here with smiles on our faces even though we are hurting inside. Some of us are here to show our neighbors that we are religious, even though we don’t feel very religious. Some of us are trying to create an impression with externals even though they mean very little. As we come into your special presence, we know that our souls are naked before you, that all pretense is stripped away, and that you know us for what we really are. Receive us, Lord, by your grace, and help us to worship you in sincerity and truth. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 119:33-40(Responsive)                                  
  L: Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees, that I may follow it to the end.
P: Give me understanding, so that I may keep your law and obey it with all my heart.
L:  Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight.
P: Turn my heart toward your statues and not toward selfish gain.
L: Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve my life according to your word.
P: Fulfill your promise to your servant, so that you may be feared.
L: Take away the disgrace I dread, for your laws are good.
P: How I long for your precepts! In your righteousness preserve my life.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

 We believe in God who created and is creating the world, who came to us in His Son, Jesus: To reconcile and save. Who works by His Spirit, Who calls us into His Church to celebrate His presence, to join hands and hearts in service. To proclaim Jesus Christ - crucified and risen - our only hope, in life and in death, and unto the life everlasting. These things we believe in our hearts and will proclaim with our voices. Amen.
Hymn -                          “Seek Ye First”                       Page 42
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:     Matthew 18:15-20  (Pg. 26 N.T. Pew Bible)   
                                  Scott Miller, Lay Reader                   

          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Special Music -      Brad Crum
Sermon:               “God’s Beautiful Symphony”     
     CHURCH CALENDAR
Sept. 10 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School for Children (nursery or 1st Grade classroom)
                
10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online - (Hymnal) Special Music: Brad Crum   
              
Fellowship Covered Dish Meal following Worship Service (Please bring a covered dish to share)

Sept. 11 -
 6:00PM - Zumba in Social Hall

                 
7:00PM - Elders Meeting

                
7:00PM - Pastoral Search Committee Meeting

Sept. 12 -  5:15-6:15PM - Free Community Meal 

Sept. 17 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School for Children (nursery or 1st Grade classroom)
                
10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online (Organist)
Sept. 20 - 6:00PM - Prayer Team
                 7:00PM - Council Meeting

Sept. 24 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School for Children (nursery or 1st Grade classroom)
                
10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online (Hymnal) Special Music: Judy Knorr
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS today at 9:00AM.

FELLOWSHIP COVERED DISH MEAL is held the 2nd Sunday of the month beginning today Sept. 10th. Please join us

SPECIAL MUSIC: Brad Crum will share special music on September 10th and Judy Knorr will share special music on September 24th.
ELDERS  WILL MEET September 11th at 7:00PM. 
COUNCIL MEETING is September 20th at 7:00PM.

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process.
          PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

Hannah Klinger, (Capitol Rehab & Healthcare Center - for Rehab); Mary Cooke; Esther Masser; Dennis Leitzel;  Barbara/Dennis Croutharmel; Ed Dobbin; Gail/Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Marissa Faust; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Janelle Seeger; Patrick, Deb, Emily Castellani, (Car accident); Dawne Wilks; Roxanne Laudenslager; Pastor Gail Boyer; Barbara Wild;  Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm;  Janeal Yerger; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath; Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike/Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor; Kelly Shutt;  Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen; Marilyn Shertzer;  John Shoop; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew); Pat Buckler; Kevin Conrad; Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); Jason Zeigler, (Cary/Carol Miller’s neighbor)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you. 
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
                          MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday September 12th, Eat at church only between 5:15-6:15PM.  (Please note time change.) Menu: Spaghetti & Meatballs, Garlic bread, Salad, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals are eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please reserve meals by Thurs. Sept. 7th. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

HALIFAX RELEASE TIME is looking for volunteers to help from September 6, 2023 thru May 8, 2023. If you are interested, please see the flier on the bulletin board for more information and who to contact.
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME: We will begin to have coffee and cookies time (in the meeting room) again for those who wish to chat and have some fellowship time after church on Sundays.  If anyone is willing to help by donating cookies, please see Marie Herb. (We would like a committee so it is not on just one person.)
PIG ROAST DINNER: Valleys annual Pork Roast Dinner on October 7, 2023, the 1st Saturday in October, from 4:00-6:00PM. Menu will be Pulled Pork, mashed potatoes, filling, corn, coleslaw, dessert and drink. Ticket Donation: Adults: $15.00, Ages 4-12: $7.50, Ages 3 and under “Free”. Call the church office for more information or for tickets.
VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH LIVESTREAM: We are still looking for volunteers to help learn how to do live stream and operate the hymnal for worship service if Seth, or Leon or Bridget are unavailable or wish to take time off.  It is always good to have more people trained to handle doing things if they are unable to do it.  Please see Seth or Bridget or talk to Marie, if you are interested.
HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER NEWS! The HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER plans to reopen on Wednesday, October 18, 2023 with Bingo from 10:00-11:00AM and a Card Party from Noon to 3:00PM. More information will be in upcoming bulletins.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for September 10, 2023

Invocation:

Lord, God our Heavenly Father, be present in our midst during this time of worship.  We come to You today with hope to experience Your love as it surrounds us, but also, we come to be challenged in our faith to grow more in the likeness of Jesus.  Mold us and shape us and then send us out.  In Christ Jesus we pray.  Amen.
Scripture:  Psalm 119:33-40, Matthew 18:15-20
Sermon:  




“God's Beautiful Symphony”

     
The word “church” is one of the most important words in the New Testament; it appears over 100 times. The Greek word for church is ecclesia, which literally means, “called out ones.” Here’s a little Bible trivia question for you: How many times does the word “church” appear in the four gospel accounts? If you answered “three” you would be correct. The first time Jesus used the word church was in Matthew 16 when He said, “Upon this rock I will build my church.” The other two times “church” appears is in our passage today.
    
 In our text today the Greek word “sum-phoneo is used and it’s the word from which we get our English word symphony.  The analogy of a symphony is a beautiful picture of the church.  In an orchestra, there are many different kinds of instruments playing the same song. In the church of the Lord Jesus there are many different kinds of people, but we should all be playing the same music.
    
 In my home church we always had an orchestra for our opening of Sunday School.  The orchestra was made up of members who played in the York Symphony, while there were a few others who played in a jazz group, and yet others who had played in the high school band and still others who were just learning and playing in their elementary school orchestra or band.  I remember my children felt very intimidated by this orchestra.  But they were welcomed and encouraged to join in.  Now each had their own style and tempo and sometimes it was a little rough.  Getrude was the pianist, and she had a saloon style.  She would really tinker on those ivories and go up and down the keyboard.  The kids sometimes had difficulty keeping up and playing the right notes and wanted to quit.  Sometimes the instruments were not tuned properly and there were disagreements about how they should play and what they should play.  But they always worked it out.  At times that orchestra sounded like cats fighting and other times it was a like a Beautiful Symphony,
    
The church is like a symphony. When we’re in tune, we make beautiful music together, but when we aren’t, it can get ugly. One of those things we talk a lot about in church and in our Sunday School classes and small groups is forgiveness, but living it out in the real world gets a whole lot tougher!
     
When Jesus picked up the towel to wash His disciples’ feet, He humbled Himself.  The Lord and Master put Himself in the place of a servant, and then very clearly said, “I did this as an example of how you should do the same.”  But His example of forgiveness is an even harder towel to pick up than the one He picked up to wipe away the dirt from His disciple’s feet.  If you’ve ever had someone strike you on the cheek, either verbally or physically you know how hard it is to turn the other one.  When your child gets bullied in school and you call another parent to talk it out and instead of “I’m sorry this happened” you hear “If your child weren’t such a wimp . . .”  Or you hear someone has gossiped about your family...they talk about your child’s mistake, or your wife’s dress or your father’s drinking problem like it’s a funny joke.  
     
Things get a lot dirtier when things move from the sterile discussion in Sunday School to the real world.
      
I heard of a struggling college student that ended up owing the library about 5 dollars in late fees. He went to talk to the librarian.  He thought he could be forgiven the debt as a poor struggling college student.  Uh nope! Even when he tried to explain he was getting ready for finals.  He thought it was unfair, so he went to the bank and got 500 pennies.  He put them in a big mason jar and filled it with honey and took it to the library.  Here’s your money for the stupid late fee!
      
I don’t know who originally said, “I don’t get mad, I get even.” But most of the time it’s our philosophy and not just for people in the world, but in the Church as well.  When the members of the church are in tune with each other and with the Lord, the result will be a beautiful symphony. But that doesn’t always happen. Jesus knew that there would be conflicts among Christians, that’s why He gave us three simple steps to follow to bring about reconciliation.
Step 1: Try to win your friend back privately.

      
The goal is to be reconciled with them. Jesus said your goal is to WIN them over. The goal should be a win/win experience for both of you. The reason many relationships are fractured is because people don’t follow this first simple step. Instead of going to that person and speaking to them privately, the offended party goes to a third party and complains or gossips about them. When you do that, you have disrupted the whole process and you become the offender.

       
When you go to this brother or sister, approach them with humility and speak the truth in love. If both of you are tuned in to Jesus, the problem can be resolved at this step, and there can be reconciliation. 
Step 2: Enlist other friends to help you.

        
Jesus said if your friend won’t hear you then take one or two other friends to help you. The goal isn’t to gang up on your friend. You don’t take YOUR best friend; you find someone who is a mutual friend. The third person is there as a mediator and prayer partner. This other person can help clarify the issues and keep emotions in check.

        
Over 99% of relationship problems can be solved in step one or step two. However, on rare occasions, the relational conflict is still not healed. That’s when Jesus said it’s time for the next step.
Step 3: Ask the church for help.

         If the person still won’t agree to reconciliation, Jesus said to share the need with the church. This step brings in more people to pray and seek to bring about healing. Hopefully, the issue can be resolved, but if the offender still doesn’t agree to reconciliation, then Jesus said to treat the person like a pagan or a tax collector. The goal is not punishment, but restoration. How did Jesus treat tax collectors and pagans?  He loved them and treated them as people who needed to come into a saving relationship with God.
         By the way, reconciliation works in both directions: whether you have been offended, or you are the offender. When you realize there is a relational breach, you should initiate reconciliation. In Matthew 5:23 Jesus said, “If you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.”
        
 I once saw a comedy about a typical western gunfight.  Two gunslingers faced each other, and one said, “You draw.”  The other said, “No, you draw first.”  The movie fast-forwards with them standing there continuing the face off for weeks and months as the seasons change.  Mothers walk with their children between them as they continue to say, “You draw.” “No, you draw first.”  That is pretty funny!  But there’s nothing funny about two Christians who are in a relational standoff. One is thinking, “If they draw first, and come to me and seek reconciliation, then I’ll draw.”  The other is thinking, “I’m not crawling to that person. Let them come to me.”
       
So, who should move first—the offended or the offender? Listen carefully: The one who is most like Jesus will move first, whether you are the offender or the offended.  Jesus initiated reconciliation.  He didn’t say, “When these sinners come crawling to me, I’ll forgive them.”  No. The Bible says, “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)   Do you need to get back in tune with a brother or sister?
       
Jesus said, “Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  This is one of the most misunderstood verses in the Bible. Some people have misunderstood these words to mean that Jesus has given us the authority to do things here that will be reflected in heaven.  Warren Wiersbe sheds some light on this: “This was a very familiar phrase to the Jews, for their rabbis often spoke of ‘binding and loosing,” that is, forbidding or permitting. The tense of the verbs are most important.  Jesus was saying, ‘Whatever you bind on earth (forbid), shall have already been bound in heaven. Whatever you loose (permit) on earth has already been loosed in heaven.’  Jesus didn’t say that God would obey what they did on earth, but that they should do on earth whatever God had already willed.  The church doesn’t get man’s will done in heaven; it obeys God’s will on earth.”
       
Where is heaven? Would everyone point to heaven right now? We make a mistake if we think that heaven is “up there.”  The kingdom of heaven exists at this moment as an invisible spiritual kingdom that is closer than you can imagine.  Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:6 that God has raised us up and “seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.”  That’s not a future promise; it’s true now.  The problem is we can’t perceive heaven with our five senses.  We can only perceive heaven with our eyes of faith.  Our experience here is only a reflection of heaven, but it’s not a good reflection, only a dim one.  In 1 Corinthians 13 Paul writes that now we see only a poor reflection, like a mirror that is fogged up.
        
When you tune your heart and mind into the kingdom of heaven, then you will see things with your eyes of faith and hear things with your ears of faith. And our job is not to bring heaven in line with our wishes, but to bring our wishes in line with heaven.
         Jesus said, “If two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.”  Here’s where Jesus used the word symphony. Again, this doesn’t give us a magical power to claim anything we want. This is a picture of two believers coming together and praying in harmony.  One believer asks another believer to pray a certain way.  The second believer may sense this isn’t God’s will and will tell his or her friend.  But if the second one senses it is God’s will, they pray together in symphony, they agree.
         Praying in private is the primary way we should pray.  Jesus instructed us to get alone in our prayer closet and pray in secret.  But there is great power when believers pray together. It may be a duet of prayer, or a concert of thousands praying together.  There is power in sharing prayer with a prayer partner. There’s a verse in the Old Testament that says, “How could one man chase a thousand, or two put ten thousand to flight.” (Deuteronomy 32:30)
         That’s a strange ratio, don’t you think?  If one could chase a thousand, you’d expect two to chase two thousand, but it says TEN thousand. When two Christians get together and pray there is a massive multiplication in their effectiveness.
         Everyone should have a prayer partner or a prayer group they meet with regularly. The third Wednesday of every month at 6:00 PM I am here at the church waiting for anyone who shows up to pray.  From the earliest days the Church felt the need to gather together in prayer.  They were praying in the upper room in Acts 2 when the Holy Spirit came to fill them.  In Acts 4 they were praying because they were being persecuted.  In Acts 12 they prayed Peter out of prison.
        Jesus said, “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”  We are the symphony and Jesus is the conductor of the symphony, and we must tune our lives to His heart and will.
      
Why didn’t Jesus say, “When ONE of you prays, I’m there in the midst?” It’s because you can’t really be in the “midst” of one person. The Spirit of Jesus indwells us, but there is a special awareness of the presence and power of Jesus when two or three people gather in His name.  In other words, the full expression of the power of Jesus is never fully experienced in an individual believer, but in the Church as a whole.  It may be two or three gathered, or two or three hundred, or two or three thousand; but when there is an awareness that Jesus is there, great things happen.

That’s why every believer needs to be a part of a local church. Jesus used the word GATHER.  You can’t gather by yourself! You can believe in Jesus as an individual, but you cannot experience all the blessings that God has for you unless you gather with other believers.

There is an attitude people often have that says, “I love Jesus, I just don’t like the Church.” That’s like saying, “I love to swim, but I don’t like water.” The Church IS the Body of Christ.

The power of the Church doesn’t lie in the number of members, its money, its buildings, or even its various ministries. The power of the church lies in this promise from Jesus, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, THERE I AM with them.” Jesus is here right now. Do you sense His presence?  He IS here because we are gathered in His name. Your life will not be changed by a song or by a message, but by the recognition of the presence of Jesus and a personal surrender to the power of Jesus Christ. Will you tune your heart to Him?  

We all know what it is to turn from our sins and put our faith in Jesus.  It puts our whole life in tune with Jesus.  It’s then that we can be a part of God’s beautiful symphony.  Amen.
Pastoral Prayer:

Father God, we offer You our praise and thanksgiving this morning for the treasure of knowledge and the gift of understanding. 

We praise You for the community that gathers to listen together, to seek your wisdom together, to pray together.  Rest upon our hearts that we may be more that hearers of the Word, but also doers of Your Word in the World.  

We pray especially today for our efforts to teach Your Word in the Sunday School to our children, our youth and adults.  Be with us in our endeavors, strengthen our prayers, guide our understanding that our efforts may strengthen our discipleship.  Lead us into a discipleship that acts as well as learns.  

And now Lord we pray for your hurting people.  We pray for those who are in broken relationship.  We pray for those who are facing surgeries and convalescing in their homes.  We pray for Your comfort, healing, and peace in the lives of Your people.  May they be lifted up by Your love and grace.  All this we pray in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . . Amen.”

Benediction:

Go forth in peace, walking in harmony with God who has created you, and walking in harmony with those who travel with you; and the blessing of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit go with you.  Amen.
